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ment. One, who was the most securely fastened to
the sled, was taken prisoner. The barbarians struck
him heavy blows with their clubs, armed with a sharp
piece of iron; and, after throwing him down, they
cut off a portion of his scalp which they carried off
with the hair on it. The sentry gave the alarm, and
shots were fired at them from muskets. This caused
them to retreat, believing that the poor man was
dead. In fact, he was quite motionless. But just as
fire was applied to the cannon, to discharge it at
the enemies, he roused himself, and began to drag
himself along. They ran toward him, and found on
his head 7 or 8 great wounds, inflicted with war hat-
chets, which every one considered mortal. You
would have said that his eyes were no longer in their
place; and the blood that covered him all over [67]
gave him a horrible appearance; a portion of his
head was stripped of its hair and its scalp. They
called him by name, and spoke to him. He was
unconscious, and entirely deprived of his senses, and
was animated merely by an animal instinct that led
him to drag himself here and there, without purpose.
The Surgeon had him carried to the Fort, and attended
him so well that he is now in good health. He was
unconscious for three days, and was for a long time
in danger, owing to the skull having been driven in,
while the contusions were very serious. From that
time, the French had for a cloister a palisade of
stakes, of very small extent. But finally the Iroquois
Ambassadors came at the beginning of July, and put
an end to the confinement of these poor hermits,
who, since not all had the gift of Prayer, did not find
much pleasure in so small a monastery.



